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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 12 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 12, 21 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Toyoda 
et al. (US Patent # 4,420,773). 

[Claim 12] 

Toyoda et al. teaches an electronic image pickup apparatus (figures 19 and 20), comprising a 
housing having a flat upper surface area (The housing has a flat upper surface, Figures 22 and 23 
also shows a flat upper surface) which houses a finder unit [finder unit 512 is located on the front 
(shown as marked in figure 19) and back face (not shown marked) but is similar to finder 12 
shown in figures 1 and 2], an electronic image pickup unit (figure 4, image pick up device 1 1) 
and a display device (423), and which is provided with a display device operating member (427) 
which is used to operate the display device (423), on an outer surface thereof, wherein an image 
display screen of the image display device is disposed at a rear surface of the outer surface of the 
housing (See figure 20 shows a rear surface area), an eyepiece window of the finder unit (512), 
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located at a left side on the rear surface area of the outer surface of the housing (Figure 20 clearly 
shows an eyepiece window 512 at a left side on the rear surface area) in a vicinity of an upper 
end of the rear surface area, the eyepiece window (512) is located above the image display 
screen (423) of the display device on the rear surface area. The Examiner notes that in order to 
operate the shutter button 515 and the display operating member 427 the end portion of the 
housing which is located in a right side of the display screen on the outer surface of the housing 
is configured to be held by the right hand of a user and the display device operating member 
(427) located on the right side of the display screen (423) of display device on the rear surface 
area such that the display device operating member is operable by the thumb of the right hand of 
the user that holds the right end portion of the housing (See figure 20, it is clear that if the user 
holds the camera in the right hand so that the thumb can be used to operate the display operating 
members 427). 
[Claim 21] 

Toyoda teaches a shutter button 73 1 (figure 23) on the right side of the flat upper surface area of 
the outer surface of the housing and an operation button (857) for operating the pickup apparatus 
is located at the left side of the shutter button (73 1) on the flat upper surface area. 
[Claim 23] 

See Examiner rejections regarding claim 12. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Toyoda 

et al . (US Patent # 4,420,773) in view of Yamaguchi et al. (US Patent # 6,020,982). 

[Claim 15] 

Toyoda et al. teaches the limitations of claim 12 and a hot-shoe unit (514) for flash but fails to 
teach a flash unit which is housed the housing and which emits light, and wherein the housing 
further comprises an electronic flash window which allows light emitted from the electronic 
flash to be projected toward the object, and the electronic flash window arranged at an upper 
portion front surface area in the outer surface of the housing. 

However Yamaguchi teaches an electronic flash (figure 2, element 102) which is housed 
the housing (figure 2, element 100), and which emits light, and wherein the housing further 
comprises an electronic flash window which allows light emitted from the electronic flash to be 
projected toward the object, and the electronic flash window arranged at an upper portion front 
surface area in the outer surface of the housing (See figure 2 col. 10 lines 3-4). 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Toyoda and Yamaguchi, it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have a 
flash unit which is housed the housing and which emits light, and wherein the housing further 
comprises an electronic flash window which allows light emitted from the electronic flash to be 
projected toward the object, and the electronic flash window arranged at an upper portion of a 
front surface area in the outer surface of the housing in order to make the unit compact by 
providing the flash inside the housing instead of outside. 
[Claim 17] 
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Toyoda fails to teach a signal terminal which is used to output an image signal generated by the 
electronic image pickup unit and which is arranged a side end area of another end portion of the 
housing located in a left side of the image display screen on the outer surface of the housing. 

However Yamaguchi teaches a signal terminal (figure 14, element 123) which is used to 
output an image signal generated by the electronic image pickup unit and which is arranged a 
side end area of another end portion of the housing located in a left side of the image display 
screen on the outer surface of the housing (col. 12 line 60-col. 13 line 10). 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Toyoda and Yamaguchi, it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have an 
image signal generated by the electronic image pickup unit and which is arranged a side end area 
of another end portion of the housing located in a left side of the image display screen on the 
outer surface of the housing in order to communicate with external devices like computers with 
ease. 

6. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Toyoda et al . 
(US Patent # 4,420,773) in view of Yomogizawa et al. (US Patent # 5,172,151). 
[Claim 22] 

Toyoda teaches the limitations of claims 12 and 21 but fail to teach a photographic information 
display window located at a left side of the shutter button on the flat upper surface area. However 
Yomogizawa et al. teaches an information display window (8) located at a left side of the shutter 
button (16) on the flat upper surface area (figure 1). Therefore taking the combined teachings of 
Toyoda and Yomogizawa, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have been motivated to have a photographic information display window located at 
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a left side of the shutter button on the flat upper surface area so that the user may look at a 

picture from the top easily in a case when an image is being taken from above. 

7. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Toyoda et al . 

(US Patent # 4,420,773) in view of Horigome et al. (US Patent # 5,828,986). 

[Claim 24] 

Toyoda teaches a battery compartment on the right side and placed on the bottom surface of the 
camera housing (figure 1 5b, battery E2) but fails to teach an opening and closing mechanism for 
inserting and removing and a battery cap is attached to the battery opening such that the battery 
cap closes the battery opening, and an open position, in which the battery cap is rotated 
downward from the battery opening to allow the insertion and removal of the battery to and from 
the battery storage space. However Horigone et al. teaches an opening and closing mechanism 
for inserting and removing and a battery cap (51) is attached to the battery opening such that the 
battery cap closes the battery opening, and an open position, in which the battery cap is rotated 
downward from the battery opening to allow the insertion and removal of the battery to and from 
the battery storage space (figure 4, col. 7 line 64-col. 8 line 5). 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Toyoda and Horigone, it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have an 
opening and closing mechanism for inserting and removing and a battery cap is attached to the 
battery opening such that the battery cap closes the battery opening, and an open position, in 
which the battery cap is rotated downward from the battery opening to allow the insertion and 
removal of the battery to and from the battery storage space in order to use the video camera 
providing the battery on a portable basis. 
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Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K. Aggarwal whose telephone number is (571) 272-7360. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5:30PM. 

9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571)-272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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1 0. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

YKA 

December 7, 2005 



